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On the advice of the Premier, The Lieutenant Governor of Ontario has dissolved the 43rd
Parliament and a general election is to be held on February 27th. All legislative and committee
business has ceased. Pre-budget consultations are cancelled. The Ministries will go into
caretaker mode and attend to existing government business, but no new initiatives or proposals
will be acted upon. After the election, the winning party will form Government, a new cabinet
will be sworn in, and it’s anticipated that a Spring Budget will follow soon after.

Bill 235, Support for Seniors and Caregivers Act, 2024 “dies on the order paper”, and any
associated committee work has ceased. The Bill, as is or revised, may be reintroduced by a
newly appointed (possibly the same) Minister of Long-Term Care, if the Bill is deemed a priority.
OLTCC conducted a member survey with regard to Bill 235’s clause amending section 78 of the
Fixing Long-Term Care Act 2021, to change the name of Medical Director to Clinical Director
and allow both physicians and registered nurses in the extended class (Nurse Practitioners) to
fill the role. The results of the survey were shared with the Ministry to assist the Government
in its considerations of a final iteration of the Bill.

OLTCC will continue to work with all parties throughout the election to foster understanding of
OLTCC as a unique organization focused on enabling and enhancing excellent care provided to
residents in Long Term Care. This includes delivering the mandated Medical Director course,
Refresher Course and a growing Community of Practice - all of which supports empowered
clinician engagement and knowledge in leading LTC resident care.

In other news:

The National Institute on Ageing released a report calling on all levels of Government across
Canada to make small care homes the standard. The recommendation was based on a survey
of Canadians, which indicated most respondents would “do everything they could” to avoid
living in an LTC home. While most provinces have smaller homes initiatives, Ontario is the only
province that has no current initiatives supporting the development of small care homes. A
smaller home is identified as having 10 to 12 residents per household.

The former Minister of Long-Term Care, Natalia Kusendova-Bashta announced $1M in funding
to train 400 long-term care staff in skin and wound care. An additional S9M was announced, on
top of $10.5M last year, for the Equipment and Training Fund to help LTC homes purchase
diagnostic equipment to support better care in homes and prevent disruptive transfers to
hospital or other settings for testing. OLTCC strongly supported these investments.

Meanwhile, Natalia Kusendova-Bashta is on maternity leave. Her son, Matthew was born on
January 7t". The Honourable Paul Calandra, a former Minister of Long-Term Care, was tending
the file. Minister Calandra met with representatives of rural municipalities at the annual Rural
Ontario Municipalities Association conference in Toronto.



