Premier Doug Ford was sworn in along with his cabinet, which contained few changes. The
Honourable Natalia Kusendova-Bashta returns as Minister of Long-Term Care. As of the
time of writing, the Parliamentary Assistants and the Opposition Critics have not been
officially posted. The Liberals have chosen their shadow cabinet and a new MPP, Tyler
Watt (a registered nurse), is the new critic for Long-Term Care.

The Legislature does not resume until April 14", with a throne speech outlining the
Government’s priorities, which are largely going to be in response to US President Trump’s
actions. Due to the election timing and the late return to the Legislature, the Spring Budget
is delayed past the fiscal year end, which means many sectors and organizations are now
facing funding uncertainty going into the new fiscal year. The message is that there will be
a period of adjustment and catch up for those accustomed to receiving ongoing funding
that has not been renewed as of March 31°.. Any new funding is up in the air. It’s
anticipated that a Budget will come fairly swiftly, however, there are a number of factors
that will influence that timing.

While Bill 235, Support for Seniors and Caregivers Act, 2024 died on the order paper with
the election call, it is now possible for this Bill to come back to the Legislature, in whole or
in part, as a standalone Bill with a new number or as part of an omnibus Bill.



